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Lang Lang International Music Foundation Donates Roland Pianos to 

Cleveland Metropolitan School District Following “101 Pianists” 

Concert 

 

 
 

‘Keys of Inspiration’ program provides 50 pianos valued at $55,000 to 

district 
  

CLEVELAND, May 6, 2024 — The Lang Lang International Music Foundation will donate the 50 

Roland pianos used for the “101 Pianists” concert at Cuyahoga Community College (Tri-C®) to 

the Cleveland Metropolitan School District (CMSD) as part of the Keys of Inspiration to support 

of music education within the community.  

  

The concert on May 3 featured international piano legend Lang Lang, playing alongside 100 

students between the ages of 6 and 18 from the region. The performance took place at Tri-C's 

Metropolitan Campus Auditorium and concluded with Lang Lang announcing the partnership 

between the Lang Lang Foundation and CMSD. 

  

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.langlangfoundation.org_programs_keys-2Dof-2Dinspiration_&d=DwMGaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=BxLdPzmZPNF3fD1v1_5ziG2x0OfjaBFbFrMErk3IkwE&m=Z7XSO2PEgnv2Rl99C1N6IAlXIUfH38wVByMes2aLmv0rDb4Mj7r7NO-Y6zyUCR9m&s=If2a3KM60M_A9Uqn1nQjjFnfiMg9gXh4Wqfm0p5R23A&e=
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The Roland pianos played during that performance are valued at $55,000. Roland and the 

foundation have worked together since 2011 supporting Keys of Inspiration programs both 

within the U.S. and internationally, providing hundreds of pianos to further music education over 

that time. 

 

CMSD is the first district in Ohio to receive Keys of Inspiration. 

  

“Our District's music programs are going to be transformed by this incredible gift from the Lang 

Lang International Music Foundation,” said Jeffery Allen, director of arts education at CMSD. 

“Through this donation, we'll be able to enhance our music programs and ensure scholars have 

the best resources to explore and grow their musical talents. The CMSD community is thankful 

for this partnership, which promises to inspire countless young musicians to reach new levels of 

musical excellence.” 

 

“We are thrilled to bring our flagship programs to Cleveland in a true celebration of music and 

music education,” said Ariela Rossberg, director of education for the Lang Lang Foundation. 

“101 Pianists is such an exciting community focused event, and we know that the children 

involved, whether in the audience or on stage, will be inspired and energized by the concert. 

Through our new partnership with Cleveland Metropolitan School District, we’re able to continue 

offering Cleveland’s students the joy of music with our Keys of Inspiration program. Today’s 

Roland pianos will be donated to three local elementary schools, implementing our 

groundbreaking music education initiative in CMSD. We’re excited to continue working with the 

district to make a difference in their community.” 

 

Through its ongoing work with the Lang Lang Foundation, Roland remains committed to 

ensuring students around the world can experience the joy of learning and playing the piano on 

high-quality instruments featuring state-of-the-art technology.  

 

Lang Lang has performed “101 Pianists” in 16 cities worldwide, with Roland providing these 50 

pianos for students to play alongside him in concert.  

  

Cleveland is only the sixth city in the U.S. to host “101 Pianists,” following Philadelphia, Los 

Angeles, San Francisco, Washington, D.C., and Long Island. Northeast Ohio students 

performed on 50 of Roland’s acclaimed FP-30X Digital Pianos. These pianos deliver a best-in-

class performance ideal for home pianists, modern families, educators, and anyone looking for a 

premium piano experience in a compact instrument.  

  

“101 Pianists” was the fourth and final performance in the 2023-2024 season of Tri-C’s Classical 

Piano Series, which introduces emerging and established pianists from around the world to the 

Greater Cleveland community.  

  

“The sounds from 100 piano students playing with Lang Lang were beautiful to hear, and it’s 

also heartwarming to know thousands more local students will play these pianos as they grow 
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their love of music,” said Emanuela Friscioni, the director of the Tri-C Creative Arts Academy. 

“This is an exceptional way to support young piano students and celebrate music.”  

  

###  

 

About Cleveland Metropolitan School District 

The Cleveland Metropolitan School District (CMSD) is the third largest public school system in Ohio, 

serving roughly 36,000 students. Under The Cleveland Plan, a groundbreaking reform plan created by the 

community and written into state law, CMSD strives to ensure that every child receives a high-quality 

education, regardless of the provider.  To that end, CMSD lets families choose which District schools their 

children attend, with options that include STEM, the arts, single-gender education, International 

Baccalaureate, Montessori and early college. 

 

About Roland Corporation   

For more than 50 years, Roland’s innovative electronic musical instruments and multimedia products have 

fueled inspiration in artists and creators around the world. Embraced by hobbyists and professionals alike, 

the company’s trendsetting gear spans multiple categories, from pianos, synthesizers, guitar products, 

drum and percussion products, DJ controllers, audio/video solutions, gaming mixers, livestreaming 

products, and more. As technology evolves, Roland and its expanding family of brands, including BOSS, 

V-MODA, Drum Workshop (DW), PDP, Latin Percussion (LP), and Slingerland, continue to lead the way 

for music makers and creators, providing modern solutions and seamless creative workflows between 

hardware products, computers, and mobile devices. For more information, visit Roland.com or see your 

local Roland dealer. Follow Roland on Facebook, Twitter (@RolandGlobal), and Instagram 

(@RolandGlobal).  

 

About Lang Lang International Music Foundation 

Founded in 2008 by Lang Lang, the Lang Lang International Music Foundation (LLIMF) strives to educate, 

inspire, and motivate the next generation of music lovers and performers. Their unique programs 

encourage music performance at all levels as a means of social and emotional development for today’s 

youth. By igniting a child’s passion for music, the foundation is helping children worldwide aim for a better 

future. www.langlangfoundation.org 
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