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Roland Celebrates 40th Anniversary of Legendary TR-808 Drum 

Machine on 808 Day with New Content 
 

 
 

New Video, Interviews, Stories, and More Highlight How the 808 Has Evolved 
and Transformed Music, Plus Test Drive the TR-808 Plug-In on Roland Cloud for 

Free Through August 31  
 

Los Angeles, CA, August 8, 2020 — Roland today honors the celebration of 808 Day, the 
global music community’s annual salute to the most influential drum machine of all time, the TR-
808, by publishing a series of cross-platform content that delves into the way the 808 has 
evolved and transformed music over the past forty years, and as GRAMMY-winning producer 
Terry Lewis likes to say, “put the boom in music.”  
 
Introduced 40 years ago, the Roland TR-808 Rhythm Composer was one of the first affordable 
and widely available programmable drum machines to hit the market. Though only in production 
for approximately three years, its signature kick and snare—along with many other unique 
sounds—became tonal anchors for the hip hop and techno movements from the mid-’80s  
onward. Commonly just called “the 808,” the instrument has been embraced by artists and 
producers of many genres. Its sound is heard on thousands of dance tracks and hit records, and 
it is directly referenced in the lyrics of numerous songs over the last few decades. 
 
In honor of the TR-808’s 40th anniversary this year, Roland is offering fans a never-before-seen 
look at the legendary instrument through an exclusive new series of curated #808day content, 
including a Q&A with lead TR-808 engineer Tadao Kikumoto, interviews with legendary 
producers who helped make the 808 so influential, a look at classic 808-powered tracks, and 
more, as well as announcing a new Roland apparel collaboration. 
 
“BUILDING THE BEAT: INSIDE LEGENDARY TR-808 TRACKS” MINI-DOCUMENTARY  

https://www.roland.com/us/promos/roland_tr-808/


To celebrate the TR-808’s 40th anniversary, Roland spoke to some of the most prolific 
producers and artists and gave them the impossible task of picking a song from their 
discography that had the most impressionable use of the TR-808 and its timeless sounds. 
Viewers will take a trip down memory lane, hopping between decades, genres, songs, and 
artists, as they honor the 808, including: Arthur Baker, Cozmo D, Jimmy Jam and Terry Lewis, 
Carl Craig, A Guy Called Gerald, and Jermaine Dupri. 

 
THOUGHTS FROM THE CREATOR 
Forty years after the original TR-808 was launched, Chief Engineer Tadao Kikumoto sits down 
for an exclusive interview to look back on his most famous creation, and share an update on his 
current projects, including a return to the 808 concept. 
 

 
 
TEST DRIVE TR-808 VIRTUAL INSTRUMENT ON ROLAND CLOUD IN AUGUST  
The Roland TR-808 is available as part of the Roland Cloud suite of plug-in instruments that 
work directly within a DAW. Beginning August 8, Roland is offering a free test drive of the TR-
808 virtual instrument through August 31. The new “TR-808 Dark Techno Raw Loops” and 
“Techno 808" patch collections are also offered. Simply sign up for a free Roland Account and 
start using the most popular drum machine of all time. 
 
40 YEARS OF 808 PLAYLIST  
The “808 40-Year Playlist” on Spotify celebrates 40 years of great music, made with a little help 
from the TR-808.   
 
ZENBEATS 808 SOUND PACKS  
Zenbeats is adding two new in-app sound packs to celebrate 40 years of the Roland TR-
808. Vintage TR loop pack includes 100+ audio loops that will enhance tracks with the 
legendary sounds of the 808. Mixtape Vol. 4 "808" is a free pack that includes 70 audio loops, 
three Sample Verse pitched presets, one full 808 kit, and five patterns, available for a limited 
time. Roland Zenbeats is a music creation app designed to keep creators in an effortless artistic 
flow. Try Zenbeats for free here.  
 
PLEASURES + ROLAND: 808 40TH ANNIVERSARY COLLABORATION 
Los Angeles-based streetwear brand PLEASURES and Roland have worked together to create 
a capsule collection celebrating the 40th anniversary of the 808. The limited run collection is set 
to release later this month and will feature five unique pieces of apparel that highlight the 
functions and beautiful design of Roland’s iconic beat making machine.  
 
THE “SOUND BEHIND THE SONG” 808 SERIES  

https://articles.roland.com/tadao-kikumoto-exclusive-conversation/
https://lp.roland.com/808-day
https://sptfy.com/dtPR
https://www.roland.com/us/products/zenbeats/
https://www.roland.com/us/products/zenbeats/
https://www.roland.com/us/promos/roland_tr-808/
https://articles.roland.com/tag/tr-808/


Roland’s new editorial platform, Roland Articles, takes a behind-the-scenes look at some classic 
tracks that were made with the help of  the TR-808, including “Love Lockdown” by Kanye West, 
“Doin’ It Right” by Daft Punk”, “Drunk in Love” by Beyoncé, and “Voodoo Ray” by A Guy Called 
Gerald. 
 
To learn more about the TR-808 and its 40th anniversary, please visit Roland’s TR-808 story 
page and celebrate by joining the #808day conversation online. 
 
For the full Roland TR-808 40th Anniversary press kit, including hi-res images and video links, 
please click here.  

 
*Roland’s TR-808 plug-in test drive offer is valid August 8, 2020 through August 31, 2020 with an active Roland 
Account.   

 
--------- 

 
About Roland Corporation 
For nearly 50 years, Roland’s innovative electronic musical instruments and multimedia products have 
fueled inspiration in artists and creators around the world. Embraced by hobbyists and professionals 
alike, the company’s trendsetting gear spans multiple categories, from pianos, synthesizers, guitar 
products, and electronic percussion to DJ controllers, audio/video solutions, livestreaming products, and 
more. As technology evolves, Roland continues to lead the way for gigging musicians, producers, and 
beatmakers, providing modern software-based solutions and seamless creative workflows between 
hardware products, computers, and mobile devices. For more information, visit Roland.com or see your 
local Roland dealer. 
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